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CLAYDON, William                                                                       

 

Private, 4532 
1st Battalion Cambridgeshire Regiment 
Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of Death: Friday, 22nd September 1916 
Died of his Wounds  
Cemetery: Mesnil Communal Cemetery 
Extension 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders  
Aged 23 years 
 
William Claydon was born in Haverhill on 8th March 1893 and baptised with four of 
his older siblings in December 1896.  He was the son of silk weavers Warren and 
Alma Claydon.  Alma’s name recalled a battle in an earlier conflict, the Crimean War, 
which ended in the year of her birth.  Tragically, she and Warren would lose their two 
youngest sons in a much greater conflict. 

 
Warren’s family came from Sturmer. In 
1876 Warren married Alma Page and by 
1881, the couple were living with their 
three children at 4 Keebles Yard, a small 
cottage just off Queens Street. They 
remained there for some twenty years 
whilst their family continued to grow with 
nine surviving children: five sons and 
four daughters.  William was their eighth 
child.  
Keebles Yard (top left hand corner)with 
Camps Road in the foreground 

 
Around the turn of the century they moved to 46 Duddery Road.  One of their 
daughters followed them into the textile industry, as did their eldest son for a time.  
By 1911 they were living at 38 High Street with three children and a grandson.  
Warren was a jobbing gardener at this time and William, aged 18, was a 
fishmonger’s journeyman. The family was to move again, this time to 17 Hamlet 
Road. It is known that William left Haverhill and lived for a few years in Cambridge 
until he enlisted in the 1st Battalion Cambridgeshires, a Territorial Regiment, in 
November 1915.  His younger brother, Stanley, was already serving with this 
regiment, having enlisted some eight months earlier. It was perhaps some comfort 
that both brothers were together on the Somme battlefield. 
 
Between spells in the front line around Festubert and Givenchy, the battalion began 
preparing for the forthcoming offensive on the Somme. Although not involved on the 
first day of the offensive, 1/1st Cambridgeshire Regiment were brought into action on 
26th August to hold the front line at Hamel. After holding the front line at Thiepval in 
September, the Battalion were ordered to take the heavily fortified German position 
known the Schwaben Redoubt. On 3rd September they were involved in an attack to 
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the north of the Ancre. On the 16th and 22nd September they were involved in trench 
raids. William was killed in action on 22nd September 1916, just eight weeks after 
arriving at the front.   
 
His death was reported in the Echo on the 30th September:  
Pte. Wm. Claydon, of the Cambridgeshire 
Regiment, son of Mr. and Mrs. W. Claydon, of 
17, Hamlet Road, was killed at the Front on 
Friday last.  He was 23 years of age, and had 
been in the trenches for about eight weeks.  He 
left Haverhill a few years ago and went to 
Cambridge where he lived until he enlisted. 

 
His parents received letters from the Company 
Officer and the Chaplain. The former explained 
that “he was killed by a shell almost 
instantaneously. It was almost a direct hit….he 
was an excellent lad and he did his very best. I 
shall not forget you in my prayers.” 
 
The letter from the Chaplain explained that the Company Officer knew William well. 

He however had only been there for three 
days as Chaplain but he told them “We laid 
him to rest in the little cemetery behind the 
lines last evening. We all felt so very sorry for 
his brother as he stood by the graveside. He, 
I know, will tell you that a white cross of wood 
will be erected by the Regiment with your 
boy’s name and Regiment painted on. I think 
he feels very much that his brother had only 
been out here so short a time, but he was 
very brave as we talked together of your loss. 
It is a message of very real sympathy that I 
am sending you.” 
    

William is buried at 
Mesnil Communal 
Cemetery Extension on 
the outskirts of the 
French village of Mesnil, 
four miles north of Albert.   
 
His is one of 333 burials 
and commemorations 
from the First World War 
in a village that was close 
to the Allied front line and 
also the site of a dressing 
station at the time of his 
death.   
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William was awarded the Victory and British Medals. 
 

 
 
 
His younger brother, Stanley, who fought along side him and had stood beside his 
grave would be killed the following year and it may be that their father died not long 
after that, as the Commonwealth War Graves Commission records Stanley as ‘the 
son of Alma Claydon of Endway, Steeple Bumpstead, Essex.’ 


